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Willie Melvin Flanigan, Sr. was born on March 15, 1933, in Athens, Georgia, to the
late Alvin and Theresa Flanigan. Willie's life began anchored in faith, family, and
purpose. At an early age, he accepted Christ and joined Dorsey Baptist Church,
a decision that would quictly but steadily guide the way he lived, loved, and
served throughout his life.

After graduating from Clarke Central High School, Willie answered a call to
serve his country by joining the United States Air Force. Just one year later, he
married his childhood sweetheart, Patricia Griffieth Flanigan. Together, they built
a life rooted in love, commitment, and adventure, raising three children while
traveling the world as Willie faithfully served his nation.

Following his military service, Willie continued his commitment to service the
community when he joined Fayetteville State University as a police officer. Over
22 years, his cool persona, leadership, and steady presence earned him the
respect of many, culminating in his retirement as Assistant Chief of Police.

Willie found joy in life’s simple and beautiful rhythms; music that stirred the soul,
tennis matches that sharpened the mind, swimming that brought peace and
freedom, and football that brought him much enjoyment in his retirement years.
He was also a faithful member of Sperring Memorial Baptist Church in
Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Above all else, Willie loved his family. His heart overflowed most fully when it
came o his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Williec was preceded in death by his beloved parents, Alvin and Theresa
Flanigan; his brother, Alvin Flanigan, Jr; and his sisters, Shirley Flanigan and
Alberta Patrick.

He leaves to cherish his memory his wife, Patricia Flanigan of Fayetteville; his
daughters, Nicki Flanigan Horne (Azie 11D of Atlanta, Georgia, and Erica Flanigan
Gray of Waldorf, Maryland; his son, Williec Melvin Flanigan, Jr. of Fayetteville, his
sister, Gloria Flanigan of Baltimore, Maryland; his brothers, Marvin Flanigan
(Susan) and Robert E. Flanigan, both of Athens, Georgia; his treasured
grandchildren, Cedrena Veney (Robert), Kiana Moore, Malik Williams, Jordan
Fruster, Gabriel Horne, Aliyah Williams, Sydney Horne, and Brittney Smith; his
precious great-grandchildren, Jordan Washington, Nylah Veney, Alaina Clark,
Jace Veney; and a host of nieces, nephews, extended family, and friends.
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